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system, according to which National Peasant leaders
might not even be mentioned in the press; only the
King's .old tutor. Professor Jorga, who was something
of a Grand Old Man of Roumania, was allowed to
publish his paper, the Neamttl Romanes?, without sub-
mitting it to censorship.   Roumanians are probably
the most sceptical people in Europe, and not a child
seemed willing to  accept the  King's  explanation.,
everyone believed that he had ordered Codreanu's
death; and in any case people were inclined to think
if these were King Carol's methods, what was wrong
with Herr Hitler's ?   The Iron Guard was left leader-
less, but M. Calinescu, the Minister of the Interior,
who became Prime Minister on the Patriarch's death
in March 1939, is said to have little expectation of
escaping assassination by Guardists sooner or later.
The young people were not even attracted by the
dazzlingly blue uniforms supplied to members of the
Front of National Rebirth nor by its adoption of their
own salutation and that of all fascists, the raising of
the right arm to which the Roumanian word for Hi?//,
Sanatate, is spoken.   In fact a number of serious and
competent people, many ex-Tsaranists and admirable
people like M. Gafencu, were with the King, and signs
of salutary administrative reform emerged, but at first
the new administrators were scornfully received and
their "non-party" efforts, it was said, were directed
towards settling old party scores.
In foreign affairs the King behaved very correctly
towards his Czechoslovak ally in September 1:938,
resisting the territorial bribes pressed upon him by
the enemies of Prague. The attitude of Hungary
helped him to maintain his course, but there was only